READING
day and night at this as well as at his judicial duties. As
an acknowledgment of this double strain he was made a
G.C.B. in June 1915. By that time Great Britain's balances
in New York had disappeared and it was vital to get more
credit. A Presidential election was in view; and the out-
look was not favourable. It was accordingly determined
to send an Anglo-French Loan Mission to the States; and
Reading was chosen as its leader.
With his expert advisers he arrived in New York in
September. He already had friendly connections with
the great banking house of J. P. Morgan; and his tact,
eloquence and statesmanship enabled Mm to carry through
his mission. He negotiated with Ministers and bankers,
addressed public and private meetings, and within a
month had raised a loan of 500 million dollars. He then
returned to his work in London, and in June 1916 was made
a viscount.
Early in the following year the United States came into
the war; and Reading was sent to Washington and
Ottawa as High Commissioner to supervise and co-ordinate
the immense orders for material which the British Govern-
ment was placing in America.
On his return to London in November he was raised
to an earldom, and two months later he was appointed
Ambassador in Washington. Mr Page, then American
Ambassador in London, writing to President Wilson,
said of him: "He is one of the ablest Englishmen living,
not so spectacular as old Dizzy, but far sounder. In a
concrete job he will succeed better than any man/' The
Times called him the " Government's financial right hand/5
Two difficult problems with which he had to deal during
Ms embassy were the temporary command of the fresh
American troops by British generals and the sale to India
of large consignments of silver to meet the shortage of
currency there. In August 1918 he went back for con-
sultation to London, having received honorary degrees at
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